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technique of urography. A chapter on diseases of the pros-
tate is included together with a discussion of transurethral
prostatic resections as practiced in England. This important
and live subject is dealt with inadequately and gives mis-
leading ideas of present-day procedures and results. The
same group of cases with the same high operative mQrtality
described in the 1936 edition are again reported in the 1946
book. An incomplete channelling type of operation is again
advised and no mention is made of the important advances
and improvements in this procedure during the last decade.

Continued and careful study of the book reveals a wealth
of material. The section on bladder tumors is especially well
done, although the suggested massive cystoscopic coagula-
tion of the larger papillomas is quite laborious and cumber-
some when compared to present-day rapid and more thor-
ough transurethral resection methods.
The book is easy to read, concise, easy to handle, printed

on good paper, and the illustrations are numerous and well
done. Especially commendable are the colored cystoscopic
drawings, illustrating the different bladder lesions. Any
failure to make this new edition as up-to-date as it might be
is partly compensated for by emphasis on fundamentals that
have stood the test of time; while not taking the place of
our recently published urologic texts, this book is definitely
an addition to the cystoscopist's library.

* * *

MAY'S MANUAL OF THE DISEASES OF THE EYE-
For Students and General Practitioners. 20th Edition.
Charles A. Perere, M.D., Assistant Clinical Professor, Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University,
N. Y. 378 Illustrations-32 plates with 93 colored figures.
The Williams and Wilkins Co., Baltimore, Maryland, 1949.
$5.00.

Since its first edition this book has become one of the
American medical classics. As stated in the first edition, the
book is intended as a concise, practical and systematic man-
ual of the diseases of the eye for the medical student and
the general practitioner of medicine.
The twentieth edition has been completely revised and

reset, and many portions of the text have been rewritten.
Many of the black-and-white illustrations of the 19th edition
which had outlived their distinctness have been omitted or
have been replaced by new cuts. The chapter on the dis-
eases of the conjunctiva has been revised and under therapy
the newer antibiotics have been discussed. The chapter on
the diseases of the optic nerve has been rewritten. One
wonders if the long chapter on the complicated subject of
disturbances of motility of the eye has a place in a book of
this character.

Dr. Perera is to be congratulated on the fact that in the
rather extensive revision he has not changed the original
purpose or character of the book.
The printing and general format are a distinct improve-

ment over the preceding edition.
The book should maintain its popularity and continue to

serve as a reliable and practical introduction to the practice
of ophthalmology.

* * *

A SYNOPSIS OF MEDICINE. By Sir Henry Letheby
Tidy, K.B.E., M.A., M.D., Extra Physician to H.M. the
King, Consulting Physician to St. Thomas' Hospital. Ninth
Edition, Revised and Enlarged. The Williams and Wilkins
Co., Baltimore, 1949. $7.50.

Nine editions of this well-known English synopsis of
medicine may "rather strongly imply usefulness" as one
reviewer has said, but it is difficult to determine under what
circumstances. To encompass all of medical knowledge in
1,146 pages and do justice to each subject is perhaps asking
too much of any author, and Sir Henry has made a brave
attempt. The book, however, leaves much to be desired in

the way of accuracy, completeness and clarity. Controversial
subjects, especially in the realm of therapy, are briefly dis-
posed of with positive statements as though the issue were
closed. Criteria for prognosis are set up which seem to be
at best based on clinical impressions of the author's, and
are at times at variance with the literature. Questionable
statements as to etiology, pathology and symptomatology
may be readily found. The outline form necessitates too much
brevity, and numerous cross references further decrease the
usefulness, even for a quick review. And yet the author
stops to define "watery eyes-the tear that never drops"!
Numerous lists of symptoms are given without indication of
which are important and significant.
Examples of the above:
Page 665-"Malignant hypertension has no existence apart

from malignant nephrosclerosis."
Page 665-w"Physical signs of benign hypertrophy-Car-

diac hypertrophy always develops."
Page 665-Treatment of benign hypertension by diet:

"No red meat," "strict salt-free diet not advisable," "colonic
irrigation once a week"!
Page 795-Histology of kidneys in malignant hyperten-

sion: "See benign hypertrophy, but all changes more ad-
vanced and more extensive."

In view of the above the reviewer does not believe that
Tidy's "Synopsis of Medicine" in any way replaces the many
excellent textbooks now available. It is useful as a com-
pendium and has a great deal of valuable information and
therefore may have a place for the student who is preparing
for examination. It is, however, not recommended as a text-
book for medical students desiring more extensive coverage
of the field of medicine.

* * *

A TWENTIETH CENTURY PHYSICIAN, Being the
Reminiscences of Sir Arthur Hurst, D.M. The Williams
and Wilkins Company, Baltimore, 1949. $3.50.

Sir Arthur Hurst was well known in this country and his
brilliant work was fully appreciated. But few realized the
many facets of his interesting character which are revealed
in this little book of memoirs. Hurst is a natural raconteur
and one's interest never flags as he reads through the
author's vivid recollections of his childhood, medical school
experiences, and thus on through his varied and exciting
career. The war passages are of especial interest and the
thumbnail sketches of innumerable interesting and important
people constantly surprise one with unexpected bits of in-
formation. It is greatly to be regretted that Sir Arthur's
sudden death prevented the narrative from being carried
through his later years. A few typographical errors, mostly
in spelling of proper names-such as Trosseau for Trousseau
-are to be found on pp. 99, 106, 175 and 181; they will
no doubt be corrected in a subsequent printing.-

* * *

AN ATLAS OF HUMAN. SEX ANATOMY. By Robert
Latou Dickinson, M.D., F.A.C.S. A Topographical Hand
Atlas. Medical Aspects of Human Fertility Series Issued
by the National Comnmittee on Maternal Health. Second
Edition. 1949. $10.00.

Your reviewer cannot refrain from quoting the introduc-
tory paragraph of the preface to the second edition because
it describes so poignantly the intent behind the compilation
of facts and factors which make up the substance of Dick-'
inson's "Atlas of Human Sex Anatomy." Dickinson ex-
pressed his reason for bringing forth a book on sex anatomy
as follows:
"The first principle of sex education and marriage coun-

selling gives attitudes precedence over anatomies. Yet func-
tion has structure for its machinery, and evasion of instruc-
tion concerning anatomy in action is in part responsible
for the physical discord alleged by participants to be the
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original cause for half the marital maladjustments and
three-fourths of the divorces and desertions. We in medicine,
therefore, are called upon to do our part to persuade morals
to wed normals, to induce theology to adopt biology, to
integrate within a workable code of ethics a sane science
of sex."

This is a singular book in many respects. It encompasses
an immense number of observations gathered during many
years of a busy practice. It contains facts about female sex
anatomy together with those of the male in the same
volume, and it correlates them. It is exhaustive in its scope.
It is well and abundantly illustrated by several artists and
by the author who is no mean artist in his own right. It
contains factual information free of sensual details and
exaggerations and it presents the links in the chain of sex
functions in an orderly way and without apology.
The first edition (1933) must have been in demand suffi-

ciently to prompt the publishers to venture another and
better edition. Your reviewer recalls that the first edition
had difficulty in gaining recognition but evidently did after
the value of the Atlas became recognized. In the second
edition some new material concerned with the function of
the male sex organ and spermatogenesis has been added.
There are various references to Kinsey's book on sex beha-
vior in the male and the author contrasts his observation
with those of Kinsey. Here and there minor changes have
been made in the text and in the illustrative material, but
in general there are no great changes in the substance of
the book.

Dickinson's Atlas, by its very nature, has a limited use-
fulness. Marriage and family counsellors, students of sex
and infertility, psychologists and anybody interested in the
problems of procreation and copulation will find this book
of interest. It is not a book for prudes nor for the mentally
immature and does not belong on the parlor table.

* * *

GREEN'S MANUAL OF PATHOLOGY. Revised by H.
W. C. Vines, M.A., M.D., Professor of Pathology, Univer-
sity of Lorndon, Dean, Charing Cross Hospital Medical
School. 17th Edition. The Williams and Wilkins Company,
Baltimore, 1949. $8.00.

This book is a clear presentation of the classical lesions
of pathologic anatomy, and there are notes on the func-
tional significance of many of these as well as discussions
of pathogenesis in an effort to emphasize the dynamic nature
of disease processes. Emphasis is placed upon systemic
pathology, and much less than half of the book is devoted
to general pathology. This leads to considerable fragmenta-
tion of the discussions of diseases like tuberculosis which
affect many different organs.

Principal attention is given to well-defined diseases and
the presentations are inclined to be dogmatic. Allusions are
made to investigative work but no lists of references are
given. The illustrations on the whole are well chosen and
good. The text should be useful in teaching beginning stu-
dents in pathology but it would not be a very satisfactory
reference book.

* * *

DISTRICT NURSING-A Handbook for District Nurses
and for All Concerned in the Administration of a District
Nursing Service. Eleanor Jeanette Merry, S.R.N., S.C.M.,
C.S.P., H.V. Cert. Education Officer, Queen's Institute of
District Nursing, and Iris Dundas Irven, S.R.N., S.C.M.,
H.V. Cert. of R.S.I., Superintendent Worcester City Nurs-
ing Administration. The Williams and Wilkins Company,
Baltimore, 1948. $4.00.

To practitioners in a country continuously disturbed by
cries of the high cost of hospitalization, this comprehensive
little manual will strike a note of deep interest. Many of
the practices described in it are no longer customary in the
larger cities of this land, but if ever we return to realistic

financing of our state and national debt, it is not improbable
that many of them will come back.
The manual is divided into 19 chapters, and ranges

through a short history of district nursing, the organization
of one of the London institutes of district nursing and sug-
gestions for the training and conduct of district nurses.
There are useful chapters on record keeping, simple nursing
techniques, and home nursing of certain special diseases.
There are illustrated sections on the performance of simple
deliveries, simple tonsillectomy and so forth in the home,
with suggestions for the district nurse's duties.
There are excellent chapters on the simpler elements of

nutrition, family health teaching and the prevention of acci-
dents in the home.

Finally there is a brief discussion of social insurance,
vital statistics and the operation of the National Health
Service Act.

Every general practitioner and most practitioners in
smaller or rural areas are thoroughly familiar with the
large amount of competent medical care which may be
given in the patient's home, especially if a visiting nurse is
available. Well organized district nurses' groups and general
medical practitioners will find the manual of value. This
reviewer would suggest that there should be a glossary of
terms commonly used in Great Britain with suitable trans-
lation for readers in the U. S. A. Such terms as "Jeyes'
fluid," "Benger's" and "Marmite" are household words in
England, but would probably be unintelligible to the aver-
age Usanian. The book is neatly printed, of convenient size
and readable.

.* * *

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY-A Synoptic Guide
to Treatment. By Beatrice M. Willmott Dobbie, M.A.,
M.B., F.R.C.S., D.M.R.E., Honorary Surgeon, Birming-
ham and Midland Hospital for Women. With 22 illustra-
tions. Paul B. Hoeber, Inc., Medical Book Department of
Harper and Brothers, New York, 1949. $5.50.
The book is of mediocre quality and contains nothing of

any particular value.
* * *

MODERN PRACTICE IN OPHTHALMOLOGY-1949.
Edited by H. B. Stallard, M.B.E., M.A., M.D., F.R.C.S.,
Surgeon, Moorflelds, Westminster and Central Eye Hos-
pital, London. Paul B. Hoeber, Inc., 1949. $12.50.

This book is one of a series of medical books published
under the general editorship of Lord Horder under the group
title of "Modern Practice Series." As pointed out in the
preface, the purpose of the book is "to give the general
practitioner an outline of the modern practice of ophthal-
mology. It is intended to be a guide to.which he may refer
when he shares with the eye specialist the responsibility of
treating a case of ocular disease and when it falls to his lot
to deal with a case in some remote part where there is
inevitable delay in obtaining the advice of a consultant."
The book, written under the editorship of H. B. Stallard,

assisted by 13 contributors, is midway in its scope between
the small textbook usually used by medical students and the
textbooks for the student or practitioner of ophthalmology.
The material is arranged in the accepted manner em-

ployed in textbooks and on the whole is well chosen, going
into sufficient detail to be of value to the practitioner but
without doing so to the extent that the subject becomes
confusing. The book contains 231 black-and-white, well-
chosen and well-printed illustrations. The 30 color plates are
excellent as to the choice and the printing. The comprehen-
sive index is particularly noteworthy.
While the selection of material, in general, is excellent,

one wonders if the 56 pages devoted to refractions are justi-
fied in a book of this type. It would seem better to devote
this space to more detailed accounts of treatment of ocular
conditions, especially the emergency treatment of ocular


